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SEAN P. TRENDE 

1146 Elderberry Loop 

Delaware, OH 43015 

strende@realclearpolitics.com 

EDUCATION 

Ph.D., The Ohio State University, Political Science, 2023. Dissertation titled Application 

of Spatial Analysis to Contemporary Problems in Political Science, September 2023. 

M.A.S. (Master of Applied Statistics), The Ohio State University, 2019. 

J.D., Duke University School of Law, cum laude, 2001; Duke Law Journal, Research Ed-

itor. 

M.A., Duke University, cum laude, Political Science, 2001. Thesis titled The Making 

of an Ideological Court: Application of Non-parametric Scaling Techniques to Explain 

Supreme Court Voting Patterns from 1900-1941, June 2001. 

B.A., Yale University, with distinction, History and Political Science, 1995. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Law Clerk, Hon. Deanell R. Tacha, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, 2001-02. 

Associate, Kirkland & Ellis, LLP, Washington, DC, 2002-05. 

Associate, Hunton & Williams, LLP, Richmond, Virginia, 2005-09. 

Associate, David, Kamp & Frank, P.C., Newport News, Virginia, 2009-10. 

Senior Elections Analyst, RealClearPolitics, 2010-present. 

Columnist, Center for Politics Crystal Ball, 2014-17. 

Visiting Scholar, American Enterprise Institute, 2018-present. 

Dtde^ep 2 w Ra]j Snaj`a B/U/ x 21:

J<8E G* KI<E;<

2257 Dh`an^annu Kkkl

Cah]s]na- NG 54126

opnaj`a?na]h_ha]nlkhepe_o/_ki

<;L:8K@FE

Od/C/- Sda Ndek Rp]pa Tjeranoepu- Okhepe_]h R_eaj_a- 3134/ Ceooanp]pekj pepha` 3XXTQKI\QWV

WN CXI\QIT 3VITa[Q[ \W 5WV\MUXWZIZa AZWJTMU[ QV AWTQ\QKIT CKQMVKM- Ralpai^an 3134/

L/@/R/ *L]opan kb @llhea` Rp]peope_o+- Sda Ndek Rp]pa Tjeranoepu- 312:/

I/C/- Cqga Tjeranoepu R_dkkh kb K]s- K]U TI]LM- 3112< Cqga K]s Ikqnj]h- Qaoa]n_d D`.

epkn/

L/@/- Cqga Tjeranoepu- K]U TI]LM- Okhepe_]h R_eaj_a- 3112/ Sdaoeo pepha` DPM >ISQVO

WN IV ;LMWTWOQKIT 5W]Z\1 3XXTQKI\QWV WN ?WV'XIZIUM\ZQK CKITQVO DMKPVQY]M[ \W 7`XTIQV

C]XZMUM 5W]Z\ FW\QVO AI\\MZV[ NZWU *0))'*0,*- Iqja 3112/

A/@/- X]ha Tjeranoepu- sepd `eopej_pekj- Geopknu ]j` Okhepe_]h R_eaj_a- 2::6/

GIF=<JJ@FE8C <OG<I@<E:<

K]s Bhang- Gkj/ Ca]jahh Q/ S]_d]- T/R/ Bkqnp kb @lla]ho bkn pda Sajpd Ben_qep- 3112.13/

@ook_e]pa- Jengh]j` ( Dhheo- KKO- V]odejcpkj- CB- 3113.16/

@ook_e]pa- Gqjpkj ( Vehhe]io- KKO- Qe_dikj`- Uenceje]- 3116.1:/

@ook_e]pa- C]re`- J]il ( En]jg- O/B/- Maslknp Maso- Uenceje]- 311:.21/

Rajekn Dha_pekjo @j]huop- Qa]hBha]nOkhepe_o- 3121.lnaoajp/

Bkhqijeop- Bajpan bkn Okhepe_o Bnuop]h A]hh- 3125.28/

Ueoepejc R_dkh]n- @iane_]j Djpanlneoa Hjopepqpa- 3129.lnaoajp/

D39
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BOOKS AND BOOK CHAPTERS 

Larry J. Sabato, ed., The Red Ripple, Ch. 15 (2023). 

Larry J. Sabato, ed., A Return to Normalcy?: The 2020 Election that (Almost) Broke 

America Ch. 13 (2021). 

Larry J. Sabato, ed., The Blue Wave, Ch. 14 (2019). 

Larry J. Sabato, ed., Trumped: The 2016 Election that Broke all the Rules (2017). 

Larry J. Sabato, ed., The Surge:2014's Big GOP Win and What It Means for the Next 

Presidential Election, Ch. 12 (2015). 

Larry J. Sabato, ed., Barack Obama and the New America, Ch. 12 (2013). 

Barone, Kraushaar, McCutcheon & Trende, The Almanac of American Politics 2014 

(2013). 

The Lost Majority: Why the Future of Government is up for Grabs — And Who Will Take 

It (2012). 

PREVIOUS EXPERT TESTIMONY AND/OR DEPOSITIONS 

Dickson v. Rucho, No. 11-CVS-16896 (N.C. Super. Ct., Wake County) (racial gerry-

mandering). 

Covington v. North Carolina, No. 1:15-CV-00399 (M.D.N.C.) (racial gerrymandering). 

NAACP v. McCrory, No. 1:13CV658 (M.D.N.C.) (early voting). 

NAACP v. Husted, No. 2:14-cv-404 (S.D. Ohio) (early voting). 

Ohio Democratic Party v. Husted, Case 15-cv-01802 (S.D. Ohio) (early voting). 

Lee v. Virginia Bd. of Elections, No. 3:15-cv-357 (E.D. Va.) (early voting). 

Feldman v. Arizona, No. CV-16-1065-PHX-DLR (D. Ariz.) (absentee voting). 
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9FFBJ 8E; 9FFB :?8GK<IJ

K]nnu I/ R]^]pk- a`/- DPM BML BQXXTM- Bd/ 26 *3134+/

K]nnu I/ R]^]pk- a`/- 3 BM\]ZV \W ?WZUITKa21 DPM +)+) 7TMK\QWV \PI\ $3TUW[\% 4ZWSM

3UMZQKI Bd/ 24 *3132+/

K]nnu I/ R]^]pk- a`/- DPM 4T]M GI^M- Bd/ 25 *312:+/

K]nnu I/ R]^]pk- a`/- DZ]UXML1 DPM +)*- 7TMK\QWV \PI\ 4ZWSM ITT \PM B]TM[ *3128+/

K]nnu I/ R]^]pk- a`/- DPM C]ZOM1+)*,#[ 4QO 9@A GQV IVL GPI\ ;\ >MIV[ NWZ \PM ?M`\

AZM[QLMV\QIT 7TMK\QWV- Bd/ 23 *3126+/

K]nnu I/ R]^]pk- a`/- 4IZIKS @JIUI IVL \PM ?M_ 3UMZQKI- Bd/ 23 *3124+/

A]nkja- Jn]qod]]n- L_Bqp_dakj ( Snaj`a- DPM 3TUIVIK WN 3UMZQKIV AWTQ\QK[ 3125

*3124+/

DPM =W[\ >IRWZQ\a1 GPa \PM 8]\]ZM WN 9W^MZVUMV\ Q[ ]X NWZ 9ZIJ[ c 3VL GPW GQTT DISM

;\ *3123+/

GI<M@FLJ <OG<IK K<JK@DFEP 8E;+FI ;<GFJ@K@FEJ

6QKS[WV ^( B]KPW- Mk/ 22.BUR.279:7 *M/B/ Rqlan/ Bp/- V]ga Bkqjpu+ *n]_e]h cannu.

i]j`anejc+/

5W^QVO\WV ^( ?WZ\P 5IZWTQVI- Mk/ 2;26.BU.114:: *L/C/M/B/+ *n]_e]h cannui]j`anejc+/

?335A ^( >K5ZWZa- Mk/ 2;24BU769 *L/C/M/B/+ *a]nhu rkpejc+/

?335A ^( :][\ML- Mk/ 3;25._r.515 *R/C/ Ndek+ *a]nhu rkpejc+/

@PQW 6MUWKZI\QK AIZ\a ^( :][\ML- B]oa 26._r.12913 *R/C/ Ndek+ *a]nhu rkpejc+/

=MM ^( FQZOQVQI 4L( WN 7TMK\QWV[- Mk/ 4;26._r.468 *D/C/ U]/+ *a]nhu rkpejc+/

8MTLUIV ^( 3ZQbWVI- Mk/ BU.27.2176.OGW.CKQ *C/ @nev/+ *]^oajpaa rkpejc+/
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A. Philip Randolph Institute v. Smith, No. 1:18-cv-00357-TSB (S.D. Ohio) (political 

gerrymandering). 

Whitford v. Nichol, No. 15-cv-421-bbc (W.D. Wisc.) (political gerrymandering). 

Common Cause v. Rucho, No. 1:16-CV-1026-WO-JEP (M.D.N.C.) (political gerryman-

dering). 

Mecinas v. Hobbs, No. CV-19-05547-PHX-DJH (D. Ariz.) (ballot order effect). 

Fair Fight Action v. Raffensperger, No. 1:18-cv-05391-SCJ (N.D. Ga.) (statistical anal-

ysis). 

Pascua Yaqui Tribe v. Rodriguez, No. 4:20-CV-00432-TUC-JAS (D. Ariz.) (early voting). 

Ohio Organizing Collaborative, et al v. Ohio Redistricting Commission, et al, No. 2021-

1210 (Ohio) (political gerrymandering). 

NCLCV v. Hall, No. 21-CVS-15426 (N.C. Sup. Ct.) (political gerrymandering). 

Szeliga v. Lamone, Case No. C-02-CV-21-001816 (Md. Cir. Ct.) (political gerryman-

dering). 

In the Matter of 2022 Legislative Districting of the State , Misc. No. 25 (Md. Ct. App.) 

(political gerrymandering) 

Montana Democratic Party v. Jacobsen, DV-56-2021-451 (Mont. Dist. Ct.) (early vot-

ing; ballot collection). 

Carter v. Chapman, No. 464 M.D. 2021 (Pa.) (map drawing; amicus). 

NAACP v. McMaster, No. 3:21-cv-03302 (D.S.C.) (racial gerrymandering). 

Alexander v. NAACP, Case No. 3:21-cv-03302-MBS-TJH-RMG (D.S.C.) (racial gerry-

mandering). 

Graham v. Adams, No. 22-CI-00047 (Ky. Cir. Ct.) (political gerrymandering). 

Dtde^ep 2 w Ra]j Snaj`a B/U/ x 222

3( APQTQX BIVLWTXP ;V[\Q\]\M ^( CUQ\P- Mk/ 2;29._r.11468.SRA *R/C/ Ndek+ *lkhepe_]h

cannui]j`anejc+/

GPQ\NWZL ^( ?QKPWT- Mk/ 26._r.532.^^_ *V/C/ Veo_/+ *lkhepe_]h cannui]j`anejc+/

5WUUWV 5I][M ^( B]KPW- Mk/ 2;27.BU.2137.VN.IDO *L/C/M/B/+ *lkhepe_]h cannui]j.

`anejc+/

>MKQVI[ ^( :WJJ[- Mk/ BU.2:.16658.OGW.CIG *C/ @nev/+ *^]hhkp kn`an a!a_p+/

8IQZ 8QOP\ 3K\QWV ^( BI!MV[XMZOMZ- Mk/ 2;29._r.164:2.RBI *M/C/ F]/+ *op]peope_]h ]j]h.

uoeo+/

AI[K]I HIY]Q DZQJM ^( BWLZQO]Mb- Mk/ 5;31.BU.11543.STB.I@R *C/ @nev/+ *a]nhu rkpejc+/

@PQW @ZOIVQbQVO 5WTTIJWZI\Q^M& M\ IT ^( @PQW BMLQ[\ZQK\QVO 5WUUQ[[QWV& M\ IT- Mk/ 3132.

2321 *Ndek+ *lkhepe_]h cannui]j`anejc+/

?5=5F ^( :ITT- Mk/ 32.BUR.26537 *M/B/ Rql/ Bp/+ *lkhepe_]h cannui]j`anejc+/

CbMTQOI ^( =IUWVM- B]oa Mk/ B.13.BU.32.112927 *L`/ Ben/ Bp/+ *lkhepe_]h cannui]j.

`anejc+/

;V \PM >I\\MZ WN +)++ =MOQ[TI\Q^M 6Q[\ZQK\QVO WN \PM C\I\M - Leo_/ Mk/ 36 *L`/ Bp/ @ll/+

*lkhepe_]h cannui]j`anejc+

>WV\IVI 6MUWKZI\QK AIZ\a ^( <IKWJ[MV- CU.67.3132.562 *Lkjp/ Ceop/ Bp/+ *a]nhu rkp.

ejc< ^]hhkp _khha_pekj+/

5IZ\MZ ^( 5PIXUIV- Mk/ 575 L/C/ 3132 *O]/+ *i]l `n]sejc< ]ie_qo+/

?335A ^( >K>I[\MZ- Mk/ 4;32._r.14413 *C/R/B/+ *n]_e]h cannui]j`anejc+/

3TM`IVLMZ ^( ?335A- B]oa Mk/ 4;32._r.14413.LAR.SIG.QLF *C/R/B/+ *n]_e]h cannu.

i]j`anejc+/

9ZIPIU ^( 3LIU[- Mk/ 33.BH.11158 *Ju/ Ben/ Bp/+ *lkhepe_]h cannui]j`anejc+/
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Harkenrider v. Hochul, No. E2022-0116CV (N.Y. Sup. Ct.) (political gerrymandering). 

LULAC v. Abbott, Case No. 3:21-cv-00259 (W.D. Tex.) (racial/political gerrymander-

ing/VRA). 

Moore et al., v. Lee, et al., (Tenn. 20th Dist.) (state constitutional compliance). 

Milligan v. Allen, Case No. 2:21-cv-01530-AMM (N.D. Ala.) (VRA). 

Nairne v. Ardoin, NO. 22-178-SDD-SDJ (M.D. La.) (VRA). 

Robinson v. Ardoin, NO. 22-211-SDD-SDJ (M.D. La.) (VRA). 

Republican Party v. Oliver, No. D-506-CV-2022-00041 (N.M. Cir. Ct. (Lea County)) 

(political gerrymandering). 

Palmer v. Hobbs, Case No. 3:22-CV-5035-RSL (W.D. Wash) (VRA; remedial phase only). 

Clarke v. Evers, No. 2023AP001399-OA (Wisc.) (Political gerrymandering; remedial 

phase only). 

Stone v. Allen, No. 2:21-cv-1531-AMM (N.D. Ala.) (VRA). 

Milligan v. Allen, No. 2:21-cv-01530-AMM (S.D. Ala.) (VRA). 

Agee et al. v. Benson, et al., (W.D. Mich.) (racial gerrymandering/VRA). 

Faatz, et al. v. Ashcroft, et al., (Cir. Ct. Mo.) (state constitutional compliance). 

Coca, et al. v. City of Dodge City, et al., Case No. 6:22-cv-01274-EFM-RES (D. Kan.) 

(VRA). 

Pierce v. NC State Board of Elections, Case No. 4:23-cv-193 (E.D.N.C.) (VRA). 

Williams v. Hall, Civil Action No. 23 CV 1057 (M.D.N.C.) (VRA, Racial Gerrymander-

ing). 

Dtde^ep 2 w Ra]j Snaj`a B/U/ x 223

:IZSMVZQLMZ ^( :WKP]T- Mk/ D3133.1227BU *M/X/ Rql/ Bp/+ *lkhepe_]h cannui]j`anejc+/

=E=35 ^( 3JJW\\- B]oa Mk/ 4;32._r.1136: *V/C/ Sat/+ *n]_e]h0lkhepe_]h cannui]j`an.

ejc0UQ@+/

>WWZM M\ IT(& ^( =MM& M\ IT(- *Sajj/ 31pd Ceop/+ *op]pa _kjopepqpekj]h _kilhe]j_a+/

>QTTQOIV ^( 3TTMV- B]oa Mk/ 3;32._r.12641.@LL *M/C/ @h]/+ *UQ@+/

?IQZVM ^( 3ZLWQV- MN/ 33.289.RCC.RCI *L/C/ K]/+ *UQ@+/

BWJQV[WV ^( 3ZLWQV- MN/ 33.322.RCC.RCI *L/C/ K]/+ *UQ@+/

BMX]JTQKIV AIZ\a ^( @TQ^MZ- Mk/ C.617.BU.3133.11152 *M/L/ Ben/ Bp/ *Ka] Bkqjpu++

*lkhepe_]h cannui]j`anejc+/

AITUMZ ^( :WJJ[- B]oa Mk/ 4;33.BU.6146.QRK *V/C/ V]od+ *UQ@< naia`e]h ld]oa kjhu+/

5TIZSM ^( 7^MZ[- Mk/ 3134@O1124::.N@ *Veo_/+ *Okhepe_]h cannui]j`anejc< naia`e]h

ld]oa kjhu+/

C\WVM ^( 3TTMV- Mk/ 3;32._r.2642.@LL *M/C/ @h]/+ *UQ@+/

>QTTQOIV ^( 3TTMV- Mk/ 3;32._r.12641.@LL *R/C/ @h]/+ *UQ@+/

3OMM M\ IT( ^( 4MV[WV& M\ IT(- *V/C/ Le_d/+ *n]_e]h cannui]j`anejc0UQ@+/

8II\b& M\ IT( ^( 3[PKZWN\& M\ IT(- *Ben/ Bp/ Lk/+ *op]pa _kjopepqpekj]h _kilhe]j_a+/

5WKI& M\ IT( ^( 5Q\a WN 6WLOM 5Q\a& M\ IT(- B]oa Mk/ 7;33._r.12385.DEL.QDR *C/ J]j/+

*UQ@+/

AQMZKM ^( ?5 C\I\M 4WIZL WN 7TMK\QWV[- B]oa Mk/ 5;34._r.2:4 *D/C/M/B/+ *UQ@+/

GQTTQIU[ ^( :ITT- Bereh @_pekj Mk/ 34 BU 2168 *L/C/M/B/+ *UQ@- Q]_e]h Fannui]j`an.

ejc+/
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Hodges v. Passidomo, Case No. 8:24-cv-879-CEH-TPB-ALB (M.D. Fla.) (Racial Gerry-

mandering). 

Loads v. Nassau County, Index No. 611872/2023 (N.Y. Sup. Ct., Nassau County) (po-

litical gerrymandering, racial gerrymandering, NYVRA). 

COURT APPOINTMENTS 

Appointed as Voting Rights Act expert by Arizona Independent Redistricting Commis-

sion (2020) 

Appointed Special Master by the Supreme Court of Virginia to redraw maps for the 

Virginia House of Delegates, the Senate of Virginia, and for Virginia's delegation to the 

United States Congress for the 2022 election cycle. 

Appointed redistricting expert by the Supreme Court of Belize in Smith v. Perrera, No. 

55 of 2019 (one-person-one-vote). 

INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 

Panel Discussion, European External Action Service, Brussels, Belgium, Likely Outcomes 

of 2012 American Elections. 

Selected by U.S. Embassies in Sweden, Spain, and Italy to discuss 2016 and 2018 elections 

to think tanks and universities in area (declined Italy due to teaching responsibilities). 

Selected by EEAS to discuss 2018 elections in private session with European Ambas-

sadors. 

TEACHING 

Introduction to the Policy Process, Spring 2025. 

American Democracy and Mass Media, Ohio Wesleyan University, Spring 2018. 

Introduction to American Politics, The Ohio State University, Autumns 2018, 2019, 2020, 

Spring 2018. 
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:WLOM[ ^( AI[[QLWUW- B]oa Mk/ 9;35._r.98:.BDG.SOA.@KA *L/C/ Eh]/+ *Q]_e]h Fannu.

i]j`anejc+/

5WIL[ ^( ?I[[I] 5W]V\a- Hj`at Mk/ 72298303134 *M/X/ Rql/ Bp/- M]oo]q Bkqjpu+ *lk.

hepe_]h cannui]j`anejc- n]_e]h cannui]j`anejc- MXUQ@+/

:FLIK 8GGF@EKD<EKJ

@llkejpa` ]o Ukpejc Qecdpo @_p atlanp ^u @nevkj] Hj`alaj`ajp Qa`eopne_pejc Bkiieo.

oekj *3131+

@llkejpa` Rla_e]h L]opan ^u pda Rqlnaia Bkqnp kb Uenceje] pk na`n]s i]lo bkn pda

Uenceje] Gkqoa kb Cahac]pao- pda Raj]pa kb Uenceje]- ]j` bkn Uenceje])o `ahac]pekj pk pda

Tjepa` Rp]pao Bkjcnaoo bkn pda 3133 aha_pekj _u_ha/

@llkejpa` na`eopne_pejc atlanp ^u pda Rqlnaia Bkqnp kb Aaheva ej Riepd r/ Oannan]- Mk/

66 kb 312: *kja.lanokj.kja.rkpa+/

@EK<IE8K@FE8C GI<J<EK8K@FEJ 8E; <OG<I@<E:<

O]jah Ceo_qooekj- Dqnkla]j Dtpanj]h @_pekj Ranre_a- Anqooaho- Aahceqi- Kegahu Nqp_kiao

kb 3123 @iane_]j Dha_pekjo/

Raha_pa` ^u T/R/ Di^]ooeao ej Rsa`aj- Rl]ej- ]j` Hp]hu pk `eo_qoo 3127 ]j` 3129 aha_pekjo

pk pdejg p]jgo ]j` qjeranoepeao ej ]na] *`a_heja` Hp]hu `qa pk pa]_dejc naolkjoe^ehepeao+/

Raha_pa` ^u DD@R pk `eo_qoo 3129 aha_pekjo ej lner]pa oaooekj sepd Dqnkla]j @i^]o.

o]`kno/

K<8:?@E>

Hjpnk`q_pekj pk pda Okhe_u Onk_aoo- Rlnejc 3136/

@iane_]j Caik_n]_u ]j` L]oo La`e]- Ndek Vaohau]j Tjeranoepu- Rlnejc 3129/

Hjpnk`q_pekj pk @iane_]j Okhepe_o- Sda Ndek Rp]pa Tjeranoepu- @qpqijo 3129- 312:- 3131-

Rlnejc 3129/
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Political Participation and Voting Behavior, Springs 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023. 

Survey Methodology, Fall 2022, Spring 2024. 

PUBLICATIONS 

James G. Gimpel, Andrew Reeves, & Sean Trende, "Reconsidering Bellwether Locations 

in U.S. Presidential Elections," Pres. Stud. Q. (2022) (forthcoming, available online at 

http://doi.org/10.1111/psq.12793). 

REAL CLEAR POLITICS COLUMNS 

Full archives available at http://www.realclearpolitics.com/authors/sean_trend 

e/ 

Dtde^ep 2 w Ra]j Snaj`a B/U/ x 225

Okhepe_]h O]npe_el]pekj ]j` Ukpejc Aad]rekn- Rlnejco 3131- 3132- 3133- 3134/

Rqnrau Lapdk`khkcu- E]hh 3133- Rlnejc 3135/

GL9C@:8K@FEJ

I]iao F/ Feilah- @j`nas Qaarao- ( Ra]j Snaj`a- ZQa_kjoe`anejc Aahhsapdan Kk_]pekjo

ej T/R/ Onaoe`ajpe]h Dha_pekjo-& Onao/ Rpq`/ P/ *3133+ *bknpd_kiejc- ]r]eh]^ha kjheja ]p

dppl;00`ke/knc021/22220lom/238:4+/

I<8C :C<8I GFC@K@:J :FCLDEJ

Eqhh ]n_derao ]r]eh]^ha ]p http://www.realclearpolitics.com/authors/sean_trend

e/
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